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As the festive season comes to an end Portree and Braes Community Trust would 
like to thank local individuals and groups for their ongoing support in 2018.  The 

Trust are celebrating the new year by looking back on achievements and sharing 
goals for the coming year.

The process of purchasing FEI owned land in Portree is ongoing and has 
been the primary focus of the Trust this year.  A community consultation 

meeting was held at the end of October 2018 regarding the draft study. At the 
AGM held earlier in August community members also had an opportunity to 

comment on the findings of the report.  Points from both meetings were 
considered by consultants and the final feasibility study has now been 
completed.  This can be viewed alongside a business plan and related 

financial projections on the trusts website 
at  www.portreeandbraes.org/community-land. The Trust are now inviting 

comments on this report which can be submitted until February the 28th 2018 
by email on info@portreeandbraes.org or by post on the address at the 

bottom of the page. 

FEI Land Purchase 

Winter Newsletter 
The latest news and a look back at 2018. 



The skate ramps project is now 
complete having been made 

possible by Highland LEADER 
funding of around £9000 along 
with match funding of £3500 

thanks to local fundraising efforts 
and generous support from the 

Highland Council Ward 
Discretionary Fund, Isle of Skye 

Rotary Club, Skye Events, Skye & 
Lochalsh Drug and Alcohol Forum 

and the Blue Light Partnership. 
The Outdoor Activities group is 
now looking ahead to their next 
challenge and is considering a 

project in the woodland at 
Bayfield.  The ground is currently 
leased from FEI.  The first step is 
for the Trust to secure purchase 
of the land so plans can be taken 

forward. More info to be found 
here https://www.portreeandbraes 

.org/bayfield. 

 On Saturday the 8th of September 
over 20 participants walked from the 

Old Man of Storr to the Sligachan 
Hotel to raise funds for improving 

and promoting local path networks. 
 The event was such a success that 
the Trust will be organising another 

walking challenge in 2019. A 
provisional date has been set for 

31st August. More info to be 
released in the Spring. We need 

you! We are looking for members to 
join our paths group, to help 

organise events and decide on how 
to spend funds raised.  Contact 
Fiona for more info. Details at 

bottom of the page.  
Get involved:  If you like the 
outdoors and keeping fit Skye 

Events have added a 5k race this 
year to their annual 10K event in 

Dunvegan. A great opportunity for 
those looking for a new challenge. 

Skate Ramps Group 

Look to Next Project 

Trust Walking 

Challenge Returns in 

2019 



Behind the scenes the Harbour Development Group have maintained 
momentum on this project, attending meetings with councillors, harbour 
authorities and potential funders to understand the most effective way to 
approach funding a project of this scale.  The group are initially looking to 

secure funding to undertake a master-planning process.  This plan will build 
on the work of previous groups and outline how future development phases 
can be achieved creating a robust case for investment.  More information on 

this project can be found here.  Portree has come under criticism recently in a 
Highland Council assessment of towns in the Highlands and the Trust hopes 

that this will highlight the scale of infrastructure improvements that are 
required in the area, particularly in and around Portree Harbour.

Portree Harbour

Every Little Helps

  Ongoing local fundraising is needed for kick starting funded 
projects and to meet the ongoing running costs of the Trust. 

Huge thanks to all who helped support the Trust through the Skye 
Show bake sale where £263 was raised. A big thank you also to 

those who helped with other local fundraising events in 2018, with 
the beach clean and with the regular clean up work around 

Bayfield. These are small steps leading the way to achieving 
ambitious plans. 

The Trust are excited to announce another curry fundraising night 
in the Tongadale Hotel, Portree on Saturday March the 2nd at 

7pm. Tickets available soon.



Interviews for the newly created position took place in December 2018.  A 
successful candidate was chosen and will be in post by February 2019. 

 Alongside Development Officer Fiona Thomson,  Sophie Isaacson will be the 
second person to be employed by Portree and Braes Community Trust within 
12 months.   The 1 year contract is fully funded with huge thanks to Edinbane 

Community Company, Dunvegan Trust and Struan Community Trust.  The 
post exists to provide administrative and organisational support to the 

community representatives dedicating their time to the implementation of the 
Sir Lewis Ritchie recommendations. 

Candidate Appointed as Ritchie Report 

Project Officer 

Portree Parking Study 

PBCT have been working alongside partners HIE, The Highland Council, 
Portree Tennis and Squash Club and the Lochalsh and Skye Housing 

Association to find solutions to parking challenges locally.  With the support of 
the group the trust are looking for funding to develop the overgrown tennis 
courts and old squash club into a camper-van parking and toilet facility.  If 
successful this development will take pressure from existing facilities and 

provide a modest income for the trust to reinvest into improving the Bayfield 
area.  This develpment is subject to community consultation and the successful 

purchase of the tennis and squash club owned land.  Follow this 
link https://www.portreeandbraes.org/bayfield for more information. 

Thank you for reading.  If you would like to work with the trust or have general feedback, good or not 
so good, we'd like to hear from you.  Please contact Fiona Thomson, Development Officer on 

fiona@portreeandbraes.org / 07570652953 / Office 5, Jans, Broom Places, Portree, Iv51 9HL.  For 
more information on any of  Trust projects visit www.portreeandbraes.org 


